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. student is ﬁghtmg for the nght to choose a volun-’.
. teer “parent advocate’, rather than a{ lawyer to ;

!+ Grace Gobbo, who has been ordered to ap-q
. pear in Superior Court because she is refusing tor
“allow the school district’s child psychologist to .
.. evaluate her child, says she cannot afford to hire” -‘f
’ 8 lawyer She also thinks Marilyn‘Arons of Tea .,,;.-
#neck*has more "knotwledge of special-education
*law than a lawyer would have A sl
w1 71 Mrs. Gobbo wants’ Mrs.. Arons, president e[ -
irthe Teaneck: Parent . Information. .Center, to
allowed to represent her in court.’She may have
i Tcome- a - step'closer .to that goal Friday, when; .
Superior Court Judge Sherwin. Lester allowed: -

“eﬂ'ect last“year. ~That
£ tween ‘parents and / school “districts out of the

Department of Education.":

a sPecial-educatlon -

¢

Mrs ‘Arons to act temporarily as her attorney.

« Lester made that decision after trying unsuc
cessfully to recruit a volunteer attorney from "
. the lawyers waiting in his courtroom for other
cases. The judge reserved. decision on’ whethe

. Mrs. Arons can contmue to represent Mrs. Gobbo )i
% in the case, Yo

\'l %).*L

« Mrs; Arons and other parents of Speclal-edu-é
cation students say more parents will find them-t1
selvm in"court 'and be. forced to-hire’ lawyers ;
" because of a change in Mate law’ that'went into,
ange took: disputes be-"

Department of: Education and into. the courts. In
-the past,"parent advocates such’ as Mrs.” Arons
_were allowed to represent parents i before. the
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‘Mrs, Gobho says school dtstncts now can per- ‘3

SL ‘ .

\' suade parents to drop |heir disputes simply by\,j
* going to court. “The parznts have to stop because j

-

.- they -don't have a lawytr,” she satd, .+t "
+ At issue in the Goblo case is an. order by a:
state Department of Efucation oﬂic:al that. the
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dlStl‘lCt pay transportahon and tumon costs for o5
;the Gobbos’ as—year—old,son to attend a private "
:special-education’ school.” The -order, however,
talso stipulated that the district must be allowed
‘10 evaluate the ¢hild to determme the best ed
. cational program for him. - e ¥7.55 U
i-..The Gobbos are relusmg to allow the dis-
“trict’s child study team to psychologieally evalu
;ate their son because they think the team is “ex
‘tremely biased and ‘incompetent.”: They claim
the district labeled their son as mentally retard
ed without clmical evidence and that thenr child's
< h

refuse to. allow thelr child to receive medlcal ¢

treatment.” "/ i ‘
' Mrs. Arons nonetheless viewed Friday’s pro- |
ceeding as,“a’ major victory” for parents. -
i H:story was made today,” she said after her "
court appearance. “It's never happened before
that an advocate has been allowed to appear and -
put’the appearance on the [eourt] record.” -
«#£-8he said that in a similar case in Passaic .
County, she was told she would be arrested or .:

e ‘i] u

speak on a parent’s behalf.

*.Dr. Barbara Bateman, a professor of special-
education law at the University of Oregon and
author ‘of books on'the rights of parents of spe- '

.representatmn for her; child ‘even: 1[ she hersel

did not want it. He said he will appoint an attor
ney for the Chll(h if she does not select one

she saxd “I’m not aware 1t’s ever happened be-
fore. S e '

Ridgefield Board of Education, had a different
Lester Sald the Gobbo case is an example of a
situation where there could be “a conflict of in-
terest between the child’s needs and the parents
lnterest 2 mmllarhto a Situation in Whl(!h parents
TR J:nmf _1"” GEeEL B K

said. “As far as I'm concerned, what the ju: .ge
'+ was saying is a lawyer has to get involved, =t °
.,Ieast fm; the chlld A
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fined if she appeared in Superior Court to try te - '-
clal-education children, agreed the court appear- )
ance was unusual. “As far as I know, it isa first,”. @ .

Denms G Harraka the attorney for the.':.s"

opinion on Mrs: Arons’s fight. “She lost that,” he -



